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achieve

M
onash multimedia 

student Long 

Zheng (second 

from left) and his 

colleagues David Burela, Dimaz 

Pramudya, and Ed Hooper from 

team SOAK have taken out the 

top prize in the 2008 Microsoft 

Imagine Cup fi nals.

The Microsoft Imagine Cup 

asked students to picture 

a world where technology 

enables a sustainable future. 

Regarded by many as the IT 

equivalent of the Olympics, 

students were given a chance 

to showcase their talent and 

kick-start their careers in the 

industry.

The four students overcame 

200,000 other students from 

more than 100 countries for the 

honour, with a system that’s 

taking on the drought. SOAK 

uses a network of solar-powered 

sensors to control water usage 

on a farm by measuring aspects 

such as soil moisture levels and 

temperature.

Team SOAK, which took home 

$15,000 for their eff orts, are 

in discussions with Hewlett-

Packard which is interested in 

developing the system.
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Taking on the drought

Adam 
Tuck
Deakin
Alfred Deakin 
Medallist
Awarded at 
the university’s 
Faculty of 
Business and 
Law Deans Merit 
Awards.

Amanda 
Graham
Deakin
Alfred Deakin 
Medallist
Awarded at the 
university’s Faculty 
of Business and Law 
Deans Merit Awards.

Dean Cachia, Aaron Carroll, 
Samantha Snelling and 
Natasha Barnes
Kangan Batman
Silver honours
At the Victorian TAFE Cookery Competition.

Jason Ng, Alexander Nichols 
and Yuchao Xiao
Monash Scholarship
Winners of Donald Cochrane postgraduate research 
scholarships.

Glenn 
Boardman
La Trobe
Designer
2008 Victorian 
Institution Of 
Engineering and 
Technology Student 
Prize for developing 
wireless speakers.

Param Artputhanathan
Monash Leadership
Delegate at the fi rst Australia-India Universities Youth 
Forum on sustainability.

Kit 
Webster

RMIT
Producer

Winner of 
ABC television 

‘Underscore’ 
sound design 
commission.

Carla Bosa, Jessica Kitsou, 
and Mario Matchado
RMIT Marketers
Team RAW, marketing students win place in Paris 
international fi nal.

Jesse 
Townsend
Swinburne
Builder
Three awards at 
the 2008 Master 
Builders Apprentice 
of the Year Awards.

Sam Yang RMIT Designer
Secures distribution deal for animation designs (pictured) with a mobile 
content company.

Lauren Boughton, Georgia 
Daskalopoulas, Natasha 
D’Allura, Alice Wilkinson and 
Sonia Marulanda
VU Beauty honours
Won awards from the Hairdressing and Beauty Industry 
Association.


