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MIT Koori student Joel 

Benetti (pictured centre) 

has returned from a life-

changing semester in the 

USA after being awarded a $9000 

Indigenous overseas placement.

Twenty-two year-old Benetti 

spent more than four months 

overseas as part of a placement 

organised by RMIT’s Ngarara 

Willim Indigenous Centre, in 

partnership with the University’s 

Education Abroad Unit.

The Life of Martin Luther 

King and the Life and Thoughts 

of Malcolm X were among the 

subjects he studied during his 

semester at Pennsylvania State 

University.

“The semester at Penn State 

changed me in a huge way,” 

Benetti said. “I learned a lot about 

myself and about another culture, 

but I also learned a lot about 

Australia by being away.”

Benetti, who is majoring in 

Cinema Studies as part of his 

degree, is a rapper and musician 

playing more than 50 gigs 

with the Victorian Arabic Social 

Services’ Anti Racism Action Band 

in the last two years.  

Learning about life

Robert 
Kelty
University of 
Ballarat
Peace Prize
Winner of the 
University of 
Ballaratís 2007 
Lucato Peace 
Prize for his 
ceramic work, 
The Faceless and 
Forgotten.

Team Hyundai
Kangan Batman TAFE
Car racing
Hyundai’s Kangan Batman TAFE team had outstanding results.
Came in fi rst at the Bathurst 12 hour race held on February 
10 at Mt Panorama and in the Under 2.5 litre Production Car 
class.

Anthony Keyburn
Monash
Science breakthrough
PhD student’s world-fi rst discovery regarding 
alpha-toxin protein has poultry scientists 
worldwide taking a fresh look at one of the 
most common and fi nancially crippling poultry 
diseases. Pic - Frank Fillippi

Send students achieve items to editor@utimes.com.au

Amanda Yeo
University of 
Melbourne
Student ambassador
Joining the Clinton 

Global Initiative 

University meeting 

in New Orleans this 

month aiming to make 

a diff erence within four 

main focus areas: energy 

and climate change, 

global health, human 

rights and peace, and 

poverty alleviation.


