Country students

miss out on degrees

Deborah Fewster

Fewer students from country
Victoria are enrolling in
university, according to the latest
Census data, and the Victorian
Parliament wants to know why.
The Parliament’s Education
and Training Committee has
been directed to inquire into
“geographical differences” in
university enrolments, although
with two other inquiries currently
underway and a reporting deadline
of 30 June 2009, it seems the
issue is not exactly top of mind.
The 2006 Census found 33.9 per
cent of country students now go
to university. This compares to 52.1
per cent of students in Melbourne.
Nationals MP Peter Hall, who
pushed for the inquiry, also
expressed concern that students in

outer suburbs were missing out too.

“The evidence suggests very
strongly that where a young
person lives ... influences
educational outcomes,”Hall told
State Parliament. Other factors
he cited included socioeconomic
levels experienced by students
and their families and the levels
of measured disadvantage
in those communities.”

Using the Victorian Government’s
‘On Track’ data and material
supplied by a local learning
and employment network,

Hall said that in 2005, about

65 per cent of students in the
inner east who completed year
12 went on to university.

“If you compare that to the outer
east, you find the corresponding
figure is just over 40 per cent —a
huge difference. If you compare it
to the Mornington region, which
is also classified as part of the

metropolitan area, you find the
figure for year 12 graduates in the
Mornington area who went on to
university was only 30 per cent.
“If you compare those figures
to some of the country regions,
you see that Goulburn is one
of the poorest of the country
regions. Only 30 per cent of
Goulburn students went on to
university. In Gippsland it was
just over 30 per cent — not much
different to Goulburn - and in
Barwon it was about 35 per cent.
“The best of the country
regions was the Loddon region,
which was about 40 per cent.”
While Mr Hall said he didn't
want to pre-empt the inquiry
of the Education and Training
Committee, he speculated that
the cost of tertiary education

is one significant barrier.

Romp on down

trophy. Plus there’s $100,000
of prizes up for grabs.
University students can
enter for $10, and if you're
over 18 you'll get a free Romp
City Rewards card valid for
6 months. Money raised
goes to the Burnet Institute
for medical research and
public health programs. Visit
www.CityRomp.com [®]

Why get all hot and sweaty in a
fun run or bike ride when you
can choose to Romp instead!
The Romp is part treasure
hunt, part Amazing Race and
part puzzle for teams in this
four hour Sunday Romp around
Melbourne on October 14.
All university Romp
teams will be vying for the
University Romp perpetual

NTEU - Supporting a student voice

www.aec.gov.au

The National Tertiary Education Union is the trade union representing
staff working in universities across Australia.

Public university funding has declined over the last decade under

the current government. University fees have gone through the roof.
Eligibility for Austudy is denied to most, and the Federal Government’s
industrial relations changes have left young workers vulnerable.

In 2005 NTEU worked with student representatives to fight the Federal
Government'’s attacks on student organisations. The Government’s
Voluntary Student Unionism legislation has radically reduced the
services available to students across the board.

Second-hand bookshops - GONE!
Free and independent student rights advocates - GONE!
Clubs and societies - GONE!

Student control of student affairs - GONE!

2007 is an election year and NTEU wants to see young people and
students in general, have their say. Ensure you are correctly enrolled
to vote by going to the Australian Electoral Commission website at

The Howard Government has tried to gag students.
Don’t let them take your voice away!

1st floor, 120 Clarendon St South Melbourne Vic 3205
Ph:9254 1910 Email: nteunat@nteu.org.au Web: www.nteu.org.au
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ADOBE® CREATIVE SUITE® 3

- ADOBE® CREATIVE SUITE® 3 Design Premium
Create eye-catching print, web. and mobile content.
STUDENT PRICE*: $420 icL.cst

Students can
receive up to

- ADOBE® CREATIVE SUITE® 3 Design Standard

Design and express creative ideas using full-featured tools. 0,
STUDENT PRICE*: $280 ict cst 80 A) Off the

- ADOBE® CREATIVE SUITE® 3 Web Standard H *
Produce cutting-edge, highly interactive websites. reg u Ia r p rlce

STUDENT PRICE*: $282 incL.csT

« ADOBE® CREATIVE SUITE® 3 Production Premium
Produce Hollywood-style film and video projects.

STUDENT PRICE*: $422 incL. cs To order contact City Software

on 1300 658 600
or visit www.csw.com.au

Al

Adobe

- ADOBE® CREATIVE SUITE® 3 Master Collection
Design across media.
STUDENT PRICE*: $697 ncL.cst

CITY :
SOFTWARE

Blsch Tie Service, Plain Wrap Pricey

- ADOBE® PHOTOSHOP CS3 Extended
Push the boundaries of digital imaging.
STUDENT PRICE*: $216 icL.cst
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